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Biyi Bandele, London-based novelist and playwright, was born in 1967 in Kafanchan, Nigeria. He is the author of three novels, The 

Man Who Came in from the Back Beyond, The Sympathetic Undertaker and Other Dreams, and The Street. His poetry has been published in 

a variety of magazines and journals, as well as in a BBC anthology of African Poetry, The Fate of Vultures. He has written plays for the 

Royal CourtTheatre, the Royal Shakespeare Company and for radio and television. One of his plays, Two Horsemen, was the winner of the 

London New Play Festival Award in 1994. 

Jeff Chang, writer and editor, is the author of Can't Stop, Won 't Stop: A Cultural and Political History of the Hip-Hop Generation (St. 

Martin 's Press). He has written extensively on race relations, culture, and music. He was senior editor of politics at Russell Simmons ' 

360hiphop.com, a founding editor of Colorline Magazine, and co-founder of the influeintial hip hop indie label, SoleSides, helping launch the 

careers of critically acclaimed hip-hop artists DJ Shadow, Blackalicious, and Latyrx. Born of Chinese and Native Hawaiian ancestry and 

raised in Hawaii , he currently lives with his wife, Lourdes, and two sons, Jonathan and Solomon, in Berkeley, California, halfway between 

Brooklyn and Honolulu. 

ALEXANDRA STEPHANAKIS, Fela in suite at Russel Hotel with Rikki Stein andTrinidadian poet Michael, London, 1983 



Yomi Durotoye, Ph.D., writer and political analyst, received 

his doctorate from Duke University in Political Science, specializing 

in Military Regimes and Democratization, Opposition Politics, and 

Public Policy Analysis in Africa. He is associate professor of political 

science and international studies at Wake Forest University, 

Winston-Salem, Nort h Carolina. 

Vivien Goldman, writer, music and cultural critic, has written 

extensively on Fela and Femi, including Fela's 1997 obituary in 

Rolling Stone. A pioneering journalist since the 1970s, Goldman's 

work has appeared in Interview, New Musical Express, The Village 

Voice, Spin, The Daily Telegraph , Harper's Bazaar and many other 

magazines. During the 1980's, she launched "Big World Cafe" in the 

UK, the first television series exploring world music. She is the 

author of several books including The Black Chord, Visions of the 

Groove and Bob Marley: Soul Rebel-Natural Mystic. She resides in 

New York City. 

Olu Oguibe, Ph.D., Brooklyn-based curator, art historian and 
artist, received his doctorate in art history in 1992 from the 

Un iversity of London and a BA in 1986 from the University of 

Nigeria, Nsukka. His artwork has been included in many one-person 

exhibitions most recently Ashes (2002) at The Scene Gallery, New 

York and Many Thousand Gone (2002) at Suite 106, New York, as well 

as numerous group exhibitions. He has taught in universities and 

colleges in Africa, Europe, and the US including a position as 

Stuart Golding Endowed Chair in African Art at the University of 

South Florida and senior vis iting lecturer at Goldsmiths College, 

University of London. He has curated or co-curated internat ional 

exhib it ions for spaces such as the Tate Modern, London; Museo de 

la Ciudad, Mexi co City ; School of the Art Institute, Chicago, and 

a satellite exh ibition at the Ven ice Biennale. He is among the ten 

international curators of Fresh Cream: Contemporary Art in Culture, 

for Phaidon Press and is the author and editor of many books and 

texts on contemporary art. 

Moyo Okediji, Ph.D., artist and writer, received his BA from the 

University of lfe, lle-lfe, Nigeria in 1977, his MFA from University 

of Benin, Benin City, Nigeria in 1982, and his Ph.D. from University 

of Wiscons in, Madison in 1995. He has had several solo and joint 

exh ibitions of his work in Europe, Africa, and the United States. He 

is a well-published author whose writings include his books African 

Renaissance: Old Forms, New Images in Yoruba Art (2002) and the 

forthcoming The Shattered Gourd: Yoruba Forms In 20"' Centwy 

American Art and he is the current editor of Exu: Global Arts 
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Journal. He has curated a number of exhibitions including Pacific 

Pageant: Panoramic Papuan Photography (2001) , Denver Art 

Museum; Three Shades of Black (2000), Denver Art Museum and 

African Images, Western Imageries: Collecting and Recollecting 

Africa, 1400 to Present (1999), Coffin Library Gallery, Bryn Mawr 

College, Bryn Mawr, PA . He cu rrently lives in Lakewood, Colorado 

and holds the posit ion of Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Visual and Mult imedia Arts at the University of Colorado, Denver 

and Assistant Curator at the Denver Art Museum. 

Trevor Schoonmaker, Exhibition Curator, Catalogue Editor 
and Director of the Fela Project, is an independent curator living 

in Brooklyn, New York. He is also Editor of the accompanying 

Palgrave Macmillan collection, Fe/a: From West Africa to West 

Broadway (2003) . He holds an MA in A rt History from the University 

of Michigan, specializing in contemporary African art. He was curator 

of the exhibition The Magic City (2000) at Brent Sikkema, NYC, and 

co-curator of the permanent exhibition African Arts: Objects of 

Powe,; Knowledge, and Mediation (1998) at the University of 

Michigan Museum of Art. He was co-founder of a monthly Fela­

inspired club night in New York City called Jump n Funk. 

Sharan Strange, poet, left the South at eighteen to attend 

Harvard, where she first heard Fe la's music. She began publ ishing 

her poems in the 1990s as a member of the Dark Room Collective 

in Cambridge, then entered the graduate program in writ ing at 

Sarah Lawrence College. Her work has appeared in journals and 

anthologies such as Calla/oo, The American Poetry Review, Best 

American Poetry and The Garden Thrives, in museum exh ibitions in 

Boston and New York, and on CD. Her collection, Ash, was awarded 

the 2000 Barnard New Women Poets' Prize. She teaches at Spelman 

College in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Michael E. Veal, Ph.D., writer and ethnomusicologist, is the 

author of Fe/a, The Life and Times of an African Musical Icon . His 

forthcoming book is Dub: Studio Craft, Songscapes, and Science 

Fiction in Jamaican Reggae. Mr. Veal played as a guest saxophonist 

with Fela and his band, Egypt 80. He is assistant professor of 

ethnomusicology at Yale University. 
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