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THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NEW MUSEUM, 
PRESENTS THE WARMTH OF OTHER SUNS: STORIES OF GLOBAL DISPLACEMENT 

 
Major art exhibition addressing representations of the global refugee crisis set for June 2019 

 

 
 

WASHINGTON, DC—The Phillips Collection, in partnership with the New Museum, New York, is proud to 
announce the major exhibition The Warmth of Other Suns: Stories of Global Displacement, featuring 
over 75 international artists whose work poses urgent questions around the representations and 
perceptions of migration, both historically and within the scope of the current global refugee crisis. The 
exhibition is co-curated by Massimiliano Gioni, Edlis Neeson Artistic Director, New Museum, and Natalie 
Bell, Associate Curator, New Museum, and will be on view at The Phillips Collection from June 22 to 
September 22, 2019.  
 
The Warmth of Other Suns underscores how art can shed light on the complex circumstances 
surrounding important social and political issues of our time by bringing together works by both 

mailto:hbarton@phillipscollection.org
file:///C:/Users/hbarton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/SM7H8HVV/tyler@hellothirdeye.com
http://www.phillipscollection.org/press


Page 2—The Warmth of Other Suns: Stories of Global Displacement 
 

historical and contemporary artists and photojournalists from the United States and Mexico as well as 
Algeria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Egypt, Ghana, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, UK, 
Vietnam, and more.  
 
“We are honored to exhibit these works that speak to both historic migrations and experiences of those 
currently displaced throughout the world. The Phillips has long worked to engage in conversations 
around these narratives through our art and outreach projects. We are proud to be at the forefront of 
dialogue around these important and timely issues in the U.S.,” said Dorothy Kosinski, Vradenburg 
Director and CEO of The Phillips Collection.  
 

Through installations, videos, paintings, and photography—as 
well as documentary works and fragments of material 
culture—the exhibition will explore both personal and 
collective tales of human movement and the ways in which 
artists bear witness to both historical events and more subtle 
shifts in cultural landscapes. Overlaying historical experiences 
of migration to and within the United States with the current 
plight of refugees around the world, The Warmth of Other 
Suns will bring together a multitude of voices and present 
migration as an experience shared by many.  

 
The Warmth of Other Suns is made possible by a partnership between two institutions whose missions 
have always centered on how art and culture can catalyze change. The exhibition’s narrative will revolve 
around a series of geographic and thematic lines of inquiry, shedding light on areas of enduring violence 
and war around the world, the crisis of migration in the Mediterranean and at the US-Mexico border, 
the experience and representation of refugees and refugee camps, and the plight of undocumented and 
“stateless” people around the world. These subjects will intersect with themes of memory, 
placelessness, and precariousness, as well as the dream of opportunities and hope for more promising 
futures.  
 
“There are over 65 million people currently 
displaced in the world. Through this major 
exhibition we are hoping to share powerful first-
hand experiences and perceptions of 
immigration, migration, and displaced peoples, 
and create conversation about the global refugee 
crisis,” said Klaus Ottmann, Chief Curator and 
Deputy Director for Academic Affairs. 
 
Borrowing a line from author Richard Wright (1908–1960), and sharing its title with Isabel Wilkerson’s   
award-winning book on the Great Migration, The Warmth of Other Suns is anchored by an important 
reference to the decades-long exodus of over six million African-Americans from the brutality and 
discrimination that ruled the American South. Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series (1940-41), a celebrated 
masterpiece of The Phillips Collection, is one of several works in the show that tells the story of this too-
often marginalized history, and serves as an example of how a vast and manifold narrative can be 
imparted with limited means. Through works of art that speak to the persistence of refugees and 
migrants around the globe, The Warmth of Other Suns expands Wright’s metaphor to address a 
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sentiment that is shared globally by those who take up perilous or unknown journeys seeking to better 
their conditions.  
 
EXHIBITION CREDITS  
The exhibition is organized by The Phillips Collection in partnership with the New Museum in New York. 

Generous support provided by Betsy Williams and Tom Moore, George Vradenburg and The Vradenburg 
Foundation, The Marion F. Goldin Charitable Fund, Lindsay and Henry Ellenbogen, Robert Meyerhoff 
and Rheda Becker, Mirella and Dani Levinas, and Toni and Ron Paul.  
 
With funding provided by Beatriz Margarita Bolton, Susan and Dixon Butler, The Paula Ballo Dailey 
Memorial Fund, Carol Brown Goldberg and Henry H. Goldberg, Bonnie and Harold Himmelman, Joe and 
Lynne Horning, Micheline Klagsbrun and Ken Grossinger and The CrossCurrents Foundation, Howard and 
Stephanie Krass, The Estate of Jack Rachlin, Eric Richter, Alan and Irene Wurtzel, and Judy and Leo 
Zickler. 
 
Additional support provided by Nancy and Charles Clarvit, Barbara and Bob Hall, Scott Spector and 
Sandra Masur, A. Fenner Milton, Alice Phillips Swistel and Daniel Swistel, Mariella and Michael Trager, 
Diane Wilsey, and Tom and Claudia Henteleff.  
 
IMAGE GALLERY 
High-resolution press images for The Warmth of Other Suns are available upon request. Please contact 
hbarton@phillipscollection.org or 202.387.2151 x235. 
 
ABOUT THE PHILLIPS COLLECTION 
The Phillips Collection, America’s first museum of Modern art, presents one of the world’s most 
distinguished Impressionist and American Modern art collections. Including paintings by Renoir and 
Rothko, Bonnard and O'Keeffe, van Gogh, Diebenkorn, Daumier and Lawrence, among others, the 
museum continues to actively collect new acquisitions, many by contemporary artists such as Wolfgang 
Laib, Whitfield Lovell, Zilia Sánchez, and Leo Villareal. Its distinctive building combines extensive new 
galleries with the former home of its founder, Duncan Phillips. The Phillips’s impact spreads nationally 
and internationally through its highly distinguished special exhibitions, programs, and events that 
catalyze dialogue surrounding the continuity between art of the past and the present. Among the 
Phillips’s esteemed programs are its award-winning education programs for educators, students, and 
adults; well-established Phillips Music series; and sell-out Phillips after 5 events. The museum 
contributes to the art conversation on a global scale with events like Conversations with Artists and the 
International Forum. The Phillips Collection values its community partnerships with the University of 
Maryland—the museum’s nexus for academic work, scholarly exchange, and interdisciplinary 
collaborations—and THEARC—the museum’s new campus serving the Southeast DC community. The 
Phillips Collection is a private, non-government museum, supported primarily by donations.  

 

ABOUT THE NEW MUSEUM 
The New Museum is the only museum in New York City exclusively devoted to contemporary art. 
Founded in 1977, the New Museum is a center for exhibitions, information, and documentation about 
living artists from around the world. From its beginnings as a one-room office on Hudson 
Street to the inauguration of its first freestanding building on the Bowery designed by SANAA in 
2007, the New Museum continues to be a place of experimentation and a hub of new art and new ideas. 
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IMAGE 1: Griselda San Martin, The Wall, 2015–16. Digital inkjet print, 20 1/2 x 16 1/2 in. Courtesy of the artist 
IMAGE 2: Francis Alÿs, In collaboration with Julien Devaux, Felix Blume, Ivan Boccara, Abbas Benheim, Fundaciéon 
Montenmedio Arte, and children of Tanger and Tarifa, Don't Cross the Bridge Before You Get to the River, Strait of Gibraltar, 
2008. Video and photographic documentation of an action. Courtesy Francis Alÿs and David Zwirner, New York/London IMAGE 
3: Adrian Paci, Centro di permanenza temporanea (still), 2007. Video, color, sound; 4:32 min. 
 

 
Participants (as of April 22, 2019) 
Adel Abdessemed                                                         
Chantal Akerman  
John Akomfrah 
Paweł Althamer 
Francis Alÿs  
El Anatsui 
Benny Andrews 
Guillermo Arias                                                              
Siah Armajani 
Kader Attia 
Yto Barrada 
Hannelore Baron 
John Berger and Jean Mohr 
Alighiero Boetti 
Anna Boghiguian                                                          
Andrea Bowers 
Frank Bowling 
Tania Bruguera 
Beverly Buchanan            
Vija Celmins    
Phil Collins      
Honoré Daumier               
Jack Delano 
La Domenica del Corriere                         
Dorothea Lange                                         
Meschac Gaba  
Guillermo Galindo                                                       
Yun Gee  
Arshile Gorky 
Rokni Haerizadeh, Ramin Haerizadeh, and Hesam Rahmanian 
Zarina Hashmi 
Mona Hatoum 
Lewis Wickes Hine                        
Khaled Jarrar 
Hiwa K                                                                             
Yasmine Kabir  
Šejla Kamerić 
Yasuo Kuniyoshi             
Runo Lagomarsino 
Jacob Lawrence        
Zoe Leonard 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001901/bio?ref_=nm_ov_bth_nm
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Glenn Ligon                                                                      
LIU Xiaodong 
John Moore            
Paulo Nazareth 
Giusi Nicolini  
Aliza Nisenbaum       
Lydia Ourahmane  
Erkan Özgen       
Adrian Paci      
Marwan Rechmaoui 
Diego Rivera   
Mark Rothko                                                                             
Cameron Rowland  
Griselda San Martin                                            
Hrair Sarkissian 
William Edouard Scott                                                
Augustus Sherman                                       
Xaviera Simmons                                           
Mounira Al Solh                                               
John Sonsini                                                     
Hamid Sulaiman                                           
Alfred Stieglitz 
Mario Tama                                                  
Pascale Marthine Tayou 
Wolfgang Tillmans          
Hương Ngô and Hồng-Ân Trương 
Undocumented Migration Project 
Andra Ursuţa                                                                              
Rodrigo Valenzuela                                         
Danh Vō                                                   

Nari Ward                                                         

Henk Wildschut                                                                                                                                                                  


