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THE WINDOW

The New Museum is pleased to present the sixth of its recently
initiated series of "Wihndow Installations", located just off
Fifth Avenue and part of The New School Building. This project,
two related installations by the same artist, will be on display

during the summer months.

In Rented Earth, artist David Hammons deals with the diametrically

opposed relationship between spirituality and technology. In this
project, Hammons juxtaposes an African tribal mask with a modern
day invention--a child's toy television set, which emits only a
non-specific light source. Ritual African staffs lean against a
mud-covered wooden ladder and brightly colored platform shoes,

partially covered by dirt are similar to an archaeological dig.

In their natural mud hut setting, these objects, complete with
. reeds, pebbles and a net-covered doorway, reflect his concern with

Afro-American cualture.

Hammons also accentuates the disparity between o0ld and new by piercing

the glass window panes with painted sticks, and by taping an "X" on

each pane of glass.

This recreated primitive environment, for products of contemporary
teghnologY, amalgamates multi-cultural influences. The spectator is

presented with an image replete with historical contradictions.



